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Appendix O - Questions to Consider: Vulnerability Assessment 

Social Vulnerability 

Focus Area/Theme Questions 

Social Vulnerability Demographics: 

• What demographic characteristics are present in the community? 

• How does socioeconomic status influence vulnerability? 

• What are the employment rates, and what jobs do residents hold? 

• How does income disparity affect access to resources and services? 

• What is the level of home ownership versus renting, and how does this 
impact stability and recovery? 
 

Access: 

• What access to resources and services do community members have? 

• Are there adequate healthcare facilities, educational institutions, and 
social services available? 

• How do short- and long-term housing constraints impact vulnerability? 

• How accessible are transportation options, especially during 
emergencies? 

• Are there community support systems and networks in place? 

• Are resources and services safe and accessible? Who are they safe and 
accessible for? 

 
Language: 

• How do language and communication barriers affect vulnerability? 

• What languages are spoken in the community, and how proficient are 
residents in the dominant language? 

• How will emergency warnings and information be communicated to non-
English speakers? 

 
Social/Health Disparities and Inequities: 

• What social and health disparities exist within the community? 

• Are there prevalent health conditions that increase vulnerability, such as 
chronic illnesses or disabilities? 

• How do social determinants of health, like education and housing 
quality, affect community resilience? 

• How do existing social inequalities exacerbate disaster impacts? 

• How do factors like gender, race, and socioeconomic status intersect to 
create compounded vulnerabilities? 

• Are there groups that have historically faced discrimination or 
marginalization? 

 
Capacities and Strategies: 

• What coping capacities and adaptive strategies do community members 
have? 

• How well-prepared are residents for potential hazards? 

• What local knowledge and skills exist that can enhance community 
resilience? 
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Integration and 
Action 

• How will social and cultural vulnerability data be collected and analyzed? 

• What methods will be used to gather quantitative and qualitative data? 

• How will community members be engaged to provide input and share 
their experiences? 

• How will the results of the vulnerability assessments be communicated 
and used? 

• What strategies will be employed to share findings with stakeholders 
and the community? 

• How will the assessments inform the development of targeted risk 
reduction strategies? 

• How can emergency management practices be adapted to address 
identified vulnerabilities? 

• What specific interventions will be implemented to reduce social and 
cultural vulnerabilities? 

• How will ongoing monitoring and evaluation ensure the effectiveness of 
these interventions? 
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Cultural Vulnerability 

Focus Area/Theme Questions 

Cultural 
Vulnerability 

Beliefs and Practices: 

• What cultural beliefs and practices influence or protect against 
vulnerability? 

• How do cultural norms and traditions affect the community's perception 
and response to hazards? 

• What assumptions are being made about culture? 

• Are there specific cultural practices that could increase risk during a 
disaster? 

 
Language and Culture: 

• Do language and cultural barriers impact preparedness and response? 
How and why? 

• What languages are predominantly spoken, and how will this affect 
communication during emergencies? 

• Are there cultural differences in how information is received and acted 
upon? 

 
Traditional Knowledge: 

• What Traditional Knowledge and practices can be leveraged for 
resilience? 

• Are there traditional methods of risk reduction or environmental 
management that can be integrated into disaster planning? 

• How can cultural leaders and influencers be involved in emergency 
management efforts? 

• Has Indigenous Knowledge been integrated into emergency 
management strategies? 

 
Community Ties: 

• How do cultural norms and values affect community cohesion and 
support? 

• Are there strong social networks and community ties that can be 
mobilized during a disaster? 

• How do cultural values shape mutual aid and collective action? 
 
Cultural Safety: 

• What are the cultural sensitivities and needs of different groups? 

• How can shelters and emergency services be made culturally safe 
and accessible? 

• What considerations are necessary for dietary, religious, or other 
cultural needs during emergencies? 

• Discrimination: 

• How does historical discrimination affect current vulnerability? 

• How have past experiences of discrimination or marginalization 
shaped current trust in authorities and institutions? 

• How can emergency management efforts build trust and ensure 
equitable participation? 
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Integration and 
Action 

• How will social and cultural vulnerability data be collected and analyzed? 

• What methods will be used to gather quantitative and qualitative data? 

• How will community members be engaged to provide input and share 
their experiences? 

• How will the results of the vulnerability assessments be communicated 
and used? 

• What strategies will be employed to share findings with stakeholders 
and the community? 

• How will the assessments inform the development of targeted risk 
reduction strategies? 

• How can emergency management practices be adapted to address 
identified vulnerabilities? 

• What specific interventions will be implemented to reduce social and 
cultural vulnerabilities? 

• How will ongoing monitoring and evaluation ensure the effectiveness of 
these interventions? 

 


