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Data Sharing Agreement template
CUSM Toolkit – Linked Resource

This template outlines the key elements of a data sharing agreement to support ethical, safe, and collaborative data sharing and governance for monitoring and evaluation across CSWB partners. 
Adapt as needed to suit your context and capacity.



Data Sharing & Data Governance Agreement
[insert name of initiative, partners entering into the agreement, and contact info]
Background 
[Insert relevant context for the data request and purpose of the collaboration]
Purpose of Data Sharing
[Describe why the data is being shared and how it supports CSWB priorities; be as specific as possible]
[bookmark: _heading=h.tequ4xdfnbf1]Data Being Requested
[List each data element or dataset; be as specific as possible. Consider defining the data sensitivity level: Low, Moderate or High + rationale]
Data Transfer Details and Process
[Describe how and when all data will be transferred, including formats of shared data]
Intended Use of Data
[Describe intended use, including limits on use]
· How data will be analyzed
· How and to whom data and results will be shared
· Commitment to collaborative sense‑making and/or collaborative contribution analysis (as relevant)
· How differing interpretations will be addressed

Accountabilities & Responsibilities of Parties Involved
[Describe roles for each partner]
· Role and responsibilities of project lead / data host
· Role and responsibilities of partner contributing data
· Role and responsibilities of all parties participating in analysis or reporting

Consent Requirements
[Insert details about consent processes, documentation, permissions, or review expectations; specify any requirements for lived‑experience data, story‑based materials, Indigenous data, or partner‑provided information]
Security Measures
[Describe technical, administrative, and physical safeguards appropriate to the sensitivity of the data (e.g., encryption, access controls, secure storage, role‑based access, audit logs)]
Data Breach Notification and Incident Response
[Describe protocols for reporting, communication, and mitigation]
Data Retention and Disposal
[State how long data will be retained, conditions for disposal, and disposal method]
Compliance with Laws & Regulations & Indigenous Data Sovereignty
[List applicable legislation, policies, standards, or guidelines relevant to each organization. If applicable, include any Indigenous Data Sovereignty considerations, such as OCAP® principles, relational accountability, community review expectations, or other Indigenous led governance principles]
Intellectual Property and Ownership of Results
 [Clarify who owns the data, who owns the analysis or derivative products, and what rights each party has for future use]
Permissions for Public Use / Publication
[Describe whether stories, quotes, results, or data summaries may be used publicly, and under what conditions]
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